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NOT-FOR-PROFIT SECTOR � GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

The PRESIDENT: Nine minutes remain for this debate today. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West � Minister for Child Protection) [5.31 pm]: Before question 
time I was talking about how much the Department for Child Protection puts into non-government services. One 
of the non-government services that I mentioned was the hardship utility grant scheme. Members of this place 
might not realise that $24.4 million is being put into that scheme over four years to assist households 
experiencing hardship paying their utility accounts. The package included $6.9 million over four years to set up 
the grants scheme. It provides financial assistance to people in genuine financial hardship to pay their utility 
accounts to maintain connection to essential services such as electricity, water and gas. It commenced operating 
on 4 August 2008. I think this is one of those schemes that were set up following pressure from the Liberals and 
the Greens (WA), and the Labor Party took up the cause and put this scheme in place. I applaud it for that. This 
government has continued the scheme and put more money into it. It started as a result of an extremely sad 
incident in which a mother and her two children burnt to death. Because the electricity had been turned off, they 
were using candles. When the bodies were found, the mother was bent over trying to protect her two children. It 
was horrific. All members in this place and most people in Western Australia were horrified to think that that 
had happened. 

In February 2009, in response to an increase in the price of electricity, the Premier announced increased funding 
of $1.3 million for HUGS�the hardship utility grant scheme�and financial counselling services in 2009-10. As 
from 1 July 2009, the HUGS limits will increase in line with electricity price increases. There was previously a 
$300 grant limit in the southern regions. That will increase to $380. Applicants who live in the northern regions 
will have their $500 limit increased to $635. If members know of people who are having trouble paying their 
electricity accounts, these grants are available to them. The Hardship Implementation Steering Committee that 
was originally set up to oversee the implementation of the government�s utility hardship package has recently 
been split into two separate committees at the request of the Office of Energy. 

The other service that I will talk about briefly is the National Affordable Housing Agreement program. We have 
put $68 million of state government money into that program, as well as a further amount of $66.5 million, 
making a total package of $135 million. This government is certainly committed to putting money into non-
government services. 

Amendment to Motion 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I move without notice � 

To delete all words after �notes the� and insert � 

impact that the global financial crisis is having upon the community, and notes the 
government�s continued work towards providing appropriate resources to the not-for-profit 
sector. 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan) [5.39 pm]: Mr Deputy President, how many minutes do I 
have left? 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Michael Mischin): There is one minute to go. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I intend to speak on the substantive motion. I must say that we are particularly 
concerned with what has happened to not-for-profit organisations. When we look at what has happened over the 
past 12 months, it is quite clear that there has been a significant change in the economic conditions of this state. 
The changes in those economic conditions have had a significant impact on all Western Australian families. 
However, these changes have also had a profound impact on the government and its capacity to generate 
revenue. A state that was doing very well from royalties, for example, finds itself in a position in which it is not 
doing so well from royalties, and that really means that there is less money to go around. How does this impact 
on the issue of the not-for-profit sector and the not-for-profit organisations that are charged with delivering 
support services across a range of areas? 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  
 


